
SPRING 2025 

Inspiring  
Peace,  
Justice & 
Compassion 
through  
collaborative 
action 

four town halls, go to the "Here we are, send us" 
page of  our website. 

In May, you’ll show up to learn how to protect 
women seeking reproductive health care. And in 
June, how to defend our fragile earth.  

Because you show up. It’s what you do. 
Because of  your faith and your values. Because 
you’re someone who makes a difference.  

We are stronger together and together we will 
resist every effort to harm our neighbors—the 
neighbors God calls us to love, no exceptions. 

 

God asked “Whom shall I send?” 
You answered: 

“Here we are, send us,         
we’ll hold your people in 

our hearts!” 

Hundreds learn how to protect  
those harmed by federal government 

Immigrants. The LGBTQIA community. 
Women seeking reproductive health care. 
The environment. With so many in harm’s 
way during the first months of  the new 
administration, church folks knew: We have 
to DO something. They just weren’t sure 
what.  

But now, thanks to you, hundreds of  
Mainers are getting equipped to protect 
our vulnerable neighbors. You’ve been 
attending our town hall series on defending 
these vulnerable groups, and you’ve been 
supporting this life-saving work with 
amazing gifts that make it all possible, with 
help from a grant from UMC Foundation of  
New England Lexington Social Justice Fund. 
(See back page for an update on efforts to 
expand this program in the fall.) 

To see a list of  resources shared during the 

This isn’t about right vs. left. This is about right 
vs. wrong. …Generations from now will look 
back at this moment and have a single question 
— where were you?  

 Senator Cory Booker 

https://mainecouncilofchurches.org/category/here-we-are-send-us-town-hall-resources/
https://mainecouncilofchurches.org/category/here-we-are-send-us-town-hall-resources/
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Tom Ewell 

“MCC helps me address 
the fragility of the world”  

“At this age, I don’t have the chance to talk 
this way very often—about my faith and 
what it leads me to value. Thank you!” 
That’s how Tom Ewell concluded our recent interview.  Tom was 
MCC’s first Executive Director (1986-2005) and has been an 
enthusiastic cheerleader and generous donor.  

MCC: As a Quaker, how do you explain your faith to others? 

Tom:  Ten years ago, I was asked to give a talk about my faith. 
Instead, I decided to talk about my prayers. I begin every day 
by reminding myself  to expect grace and pray for mercy. 
Most of  my prayers are for my ability to address the 
fragility of  the world. Giving to MCC is one way I can 
do that. 

MCC: You write a blog called "The Saturday Evening Post."  What 
 do you hope to give your readers? 

Tom: When I write, I try to let the love come through me. That 
love, translated into hope, will give people what they need 
to get beyond an outlook of  scarcity, death, and doom. 
MCC’s work does, too, so it really resonates with me. 

MCC: Because you’re a Quaker, peacemaking is central to your 
life. How do you reconcile that with feeling righteous anger 
about what’s happening in our nation today? 

Tom: Richard Rohr has it right when he says there’s a place for 
righteous anger. It’s a sign that things are not OK. I believe 
when we feel that kind of  anger, we’re called to use our 
power righteously in the prophetic tradition that 
includes Jesus. I’m angry. God’s angry. However, I must say 
to those I’m angry with, ‘I still love you and will stand by you 
so you will find that place again of  beloved community and 
shalom.’ I appreciate that MCC understands its mission the 
same way— “speaking with a prophetic voice of  faith” in 
order to help build a compassionate and peaceful world. I 
want to be a part of  that! 

Why I give to MCC 

http://mainecouncilofchurches.org/
https://www.tomewellconnections.org/


 

Your Values, Your Legacy 
Consider Including MCC in Your Estate Plan 

Planned giving helps you ensure a legacy of  continuing to create a more just, compassionate, and 
peaceful world for years to come. There are also tax benefits for you and your family. Consult 
with your legal advisor, bank, or financial planner. Call us if  we can help you with making 
decisions or provide more information at (207) 772-1918. 

You step to the podium, facing a committee of  
legislators waiting to hear what you have to say. 
A large digital clock flashes, counting down, 
3:00, 2:59, 2:58… you take a deep breath and 
begin. That’s what it’s like to testify in front 
of  a legislative committee —something we 
do on your behalf each session. 

This year, we’ve testified on bills related to 
gun safety, LGBTQ+ rights, safe and legal 
abortion, vaccine requirements, shelter 
funding, farms and food banks, eviction 
prevention, climate care, internet safety for 
youth, the child tax credit, transportation 
access, Wabanaki rights, SNAP and TANF. 
(You can read MCC testimony at Legislative 
Priorities 2025 page of  our website.)  

Your support for a coalition of  seven mainline 
Protestant denominations (with 400 local 
congregations and 50,000 parishioners in 
Maine) shows you understand the power 

You help bring the progressive, prophetic voice of faith to 
the State House.  

Faith-based Advocacy in the 132nd Legislature  

Under the Dome  

Your voice, your values, 
represented in Augusta  

that comes from standing and speaking 
together. Every time we (and you as a faith-
based advocate!) testify, we get to talk about 
the moral imperative for passing laws that 
promote justice, compassion, and peace. 
We get to say we value loving our 
neighbors. And legislators listen. 

When you give to MCC, you make a real 
difference in the halls of  power by making 
sure legislators hear a progressive voice of  
faith. And your gift has an immediate 
impact—paying for nitty gritty things like 
mileage ($75 each round trip), staff  time ($200 
to write and deliver one piece of  testimony), 
printing ($15 for the 20 copies committees 
require).  

Thank you for investing in our work 
representing your values and speaking on 
the issues you care about most. 

“The church must be reminded that it is 
not the master or the servant of  the state, 
but rather the conscience of  the state.”  
-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr  

https://mainecouncilofchurches.org/category/legislative-priorities-2025/
https://mainecouncilofchurches.org/category/legislative-priorities-2025/


Denominations and Associate Members 
Episcopal Diocese of Maine 

Falmouth Quarterly Friends Meeting 

Maine Conference UCC 

New England Conference UMC 

Preachers Aid Society of New England 

Presbytery of Northern New England 

Southern Maine Friends Meeting 

Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 

United Methodist Foundation 

Vassalboro Quarterly Friends Meeting 

Churches and Organizations 

Acadia Friends Meeting 

Belfast Area Friends Meeting 

Brunswick Friends Meeting 

Cobscook Friends Meeting 

Congregational Church in Cumberland UCC 

Durham Monthly Meeting of Friends 

Eggemoggin Reach Monthly Meeting 

Falmouth Quarterly Friends Meeting 

First Parish Church UCC 

First Parish Federated Church 

Hammond Street UCC 

Midcoast Monthly Meeting of Friends 

Mid-Coast Presbyterian Church 

Narramissic Valley Friends Meeting 

Orono Friends Meeting 

Portland Friends Meeting 

Preachers Aid Society of New England 

Second Christian Congregational UCC 

Somesville Union Meeting House 

South Congregational Church UCC 

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

The Episcopal Church of Saint Mary 

United Parish Congregational Church of Harrison/

No. Bridgton 

Vassalboro Friends Meeting 

Winthrop Center Friends Church 

Woodfords Congregational Church 

Individuals 

Barbara Acosta 
Rev. Kharma Amos 
Joyce Anderson 
Gail Angelis 
Cushman Anthony 
Andree Appel 
Elaine Armstrong 
Thomas and Reah Atwater 
Joel Austin 
Katharine Babson 
Rachel Ban Tefft 
Sally and Ron Bancroft 
Alison Barker 
Faith Barnes 
M Brooke Barss 
Rev. Dr. William Barter and Roy Taylor 
Pamela Barz 
Dana Bateman 
Carole Beal 
Joan Beal 
Margaret Beckman 
Susan Beegel 
Rev. Diane Bennekamper 
Eunice Bentley 
Richard and Theresa Berman 
Connie and Peter Bingham 
Katrina Marie Bisheimer 
Rev. Deborah Blood 
Jennifer Boggs 

Grace Braley 
Judith and Stephen Brown 
Cindy Brown 
Allyson Brundige 
Kristen Burkholder 
Rev. Bruce and Pamela Burnham 
Andy Burt 
Jessica Butts 
Linda and Peter Carleton 
Ann and John Carman 
Joan Carrier 
Anne Carter 
Rev. Michael Cartwright 
Rev. Phyllis and Don Chaffee 
Jonathan and Sally Chappell 
Rev. Marcia and Howard Charles 
Elizabeth Charles McGough 
Rabbi Joshua and Katharine Chasan 
Leland Chisholm 
Marci Clark 
Rev. Doretta and Ted Colburn 
Rev. John Cole & Dr. Polly Wheat 
Debra Coyman 
James Crary and Pam Gross 
Noreen Cremin 
Joseph and Marilyn Crocker 
Sarah Cushman 
Rhonda Dakken Clark 
Jane Danielson 
Rev. Diane Darak-Druck 
Margaret Day 
Peter Day 
Sharon Dean 
Cheryl Dearman Mills 
Rev. Dr. Scott DeBlock 
Renita Dehais 
Rev. Rebecca Delzell 
Lee Dernehl 
Christine DeTroy 
Diane Dicranian 
Kathie Dioli 
Rev. Nicole Diroff 
Rachel Dobbs 
Ann Dodd-Collins 
Rev. Donna Dolham 
Carol Duehring 
Janet Duncan 
Rev. Carolyn Eklund 
Rev. Dr. Jane Ellingwood 
Dixie Esseltine 
Tom Ewell and Cathy Whitmire 
Revs Sara and Dr. Allen Ewing Merrill 
Peggy Jo Fague 
Jake Fahey 
David B. Field 
Rev. Jane Field 
Shirley Fierro 
Paul and Daria Forman 
Debi and Tom Forsyth 
Aaiyn Foster 
Rev. Anne Fowler 
Karen Francis 
Susan Garrett 
Rev. Amanda Gerken-Nelson 
Rev. Jeanette Good 
Jennifer Gregg 
Rev. William and Nancy Gregory 
Linda Grenfell and Gary Nettleton 
Lorna Grenfell 
Pamela Gross 
Robert Haas 
Anna Hamilton 
Paula Hannah-Mauri 
Cynthia Harkleroad 
Bill Harwood 
William Harwood 
Claudia Hatch 
Rev. Dr. Jodi Hayashida 
Rev. Charlotte Hendee 
Victoria Henderson 
John Hennessy and Peter Callnan 

Jordan Henshaw 
Karen Hessel 
Rev. Elaine Hewes 
Rev. Mary Hnottavange-Telleen 
Rev. Diane Hoppe Hugo 
Janet Hough 
Susan Howe 
Ophelia Hu Kinney 
Linda Huff 
Rev. Kay and George Huggins 
Jennifer Hutchins 
Rev. Dr. Clifton and Jane Ives 
Sherry Jenckes 
Evelyn and Rev. Bob Johnson Moore 
Rev. Carol Johnston 
Lois and Hugh Judge 
Carol Kalajainen 
Danielle Keller 
Kathryn Kellison 
Rev. Gail and Cyrus Kendrick 
Michael Kepron 
Carol and Sonny Kern 
Jon Kerr 
Rev. Marraine Kettell 
Annie Kiermaier 
Marge Kilkelly 
Rev. Richard Killmer  
George Kimball 
Judy and Walter Kimball 
John Kipp 
Marion Knox 
Myrna Koonce and Paul Saucier 
Nancy Kurtz 
Karen Kusiak 
Jack Lacey 
Rev. Carolyn Lambert 
Sarah Landry 
Sarah Lentz 
Nancy Lightbody 
Rev. Alyssa Lodewick 
Nancy Ludwig 
Rev. Ian Lynch 
Jane Makela and John Vogt 
Doug Malcolm 
Cecilia Marchetti 
Lisa Markushewski and Alex Agnew 
Beth and Chip Mason 
James Matlack 
Sammie Maxwell and W Russell Pageant 
Ann McAlhany 
James and Kimberly McBride 
Theresa McCarthy 
Rev. Diane McClanahan 
Maribeth Mclaughlin 
Linda Mehlhorn 
Rev. Eleanor Mercer 
Lionel and Jeanne Merrill 
Terence Miller 
Joan Miller 
Mary Miller 
Carolyn Mor 
Sr. Jacqueline Moreau 
Rev. Darren Morgan 
Fr. Frank Morin 
Mary Morris 
Nancy Morris 
Rev. Annette Mott and David Engler 
Elizabeth Muench 
Linda Muller 
Rev. Karen Munson 
Martha Naber 
Jane Nichols-Ecker 
Nancy Noppa and Merrill Bittner 
Katharine OBrien 
Mary O'Brien and Stephen Naculich 
Kathleen O'Connor and Tom Kelly 
Carol O'Donnell 
Rev. Jon and Alice Olson 
Philomena Ostapchuk 
Lincoln Paine 
Rev. Dr. Wesley and Lucile Palmer 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPRING 2024 - SPRING 2025 DONORS* 



Beyond the church’s walls  

Reaching the wider community with powerful programs  
Highlights of your impact  

In a time when telling the 
truth about history can be 
dangerous, your generous 
gifts, along with a grant from 
the UMC Foundation of  
New England Justice In Our 
Time Fund, helped tell the 
truth through an MLK Day 
performance of   Antonio 
Rocha's “The Malaga 
Ship.”  

In March, your support 
helped MCC co-sponsor a 
screening of  the 
documentary, "Beyond 
the Bridge: A Solution to 
Homelessness" about the 
“Housing First” approach 
to ending homelessness.  

Thanks to you, MCC was able 
to join St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church (Cape Elizabeth), The 
BTS Center, and the 
Episcopal Diocese of  Maine 
in bringing world-
renowned theologian Brian 
McLaren to Portland for a 
day-long symposium in May, 
“A World Unraveling.”  

Susan Parks 
Rev. Alison Patton 
Heather Payson 
David and Julie Pease 
Susan Peixotto 
Tara Kay Pelletier-Morin 
Mary Ann and Peter Perry 
Patricia Potter and Brenda Moulton 
Rebecca Pride 
Mary Provo 
Rev. Susan Quass and Rev. Roger Powers 
Elizabeth Quinlan 
Magili Quinn 
Mary Rackmales 
Mark Rains 
Edward Rea 
Shirley and Richard Reese 
Alice Reiniger 
Katherine Rhoda 
Linda Riddell 
Carol Robins 
Betty Robinson 
Laurel Robinson 
Rev. Anne Roser 
Brad Rounds 
Amy Ryder 
Trace Salter 
Nancy Sanford 
Rev. Jill Saxby 
Helen Scalia 
Amanda Scarpone 
Joyce Schelling 
Alice Schleiderer 
Wendy Schlotterbeck 
Greg Schulz 
Michael Scott 

Cornelia Scribner 
Fr. Michael Seavey 
Nancy Shablom 
Julian Sheffield 
Rev. Margaret Sheffield 
Rev. & Mrs. J. Barrie Shepherd 
Lynne Shepherd 
Helen Shepherd 
Deborah Shipp 
Jean and Donald Showalter 
Bonnie Shulman 
Peggy Siegle 
Joyce Simon 
Bethany Smart 
Rev. Allison Smith and Gregory Greenleaf 
David and Sally Smith 
Eric Smith 
Nancy and Kit Smith 
Sallie Smith 
June and Roy Smoot 
Lee Snow 
Rev. Wanda Stahl 
Sylvia Stocker 
Rev. Marlis Stoner 
Hon Rep. Holly Stover 
Kathy Strand 
Sally Struever 
Richard and Louise Sullivan 
Klara Tammany 
Denise Tanguay 
Annee Tara 
Deborah Thompson 
Valerie Todd 
Mary Tracy 
William and Elaine Trench 
Merle Marie Troeger 

Rev. Arlene Tully 
Gary Vencill 
Julia Walkling 
Dr. Edward Walworth 
Holly Weidner 
Fritz Weiss 
Mary Weston 
Christopher White  
Elizabeth Whitman 
Catherine Whitmire 
John and Ethel Wilkerson 
Betsy and Glenn Williams 
John and Adin Wolfgram 
Linda Woods and Harry Vayo 
Mary Wright 
Donna Yellen 
 
*Gifts received 5/1/2024– 5/15/2025 

Every effort has been made to ensure the 

completeness and accuracy of this list. 

Please send any corrections to  

info@mainecouncilofchurchces.org 

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ALL THE 

DIFFERENCE! TO MAKE A SECURE 

GIFT VISIT 

MAINECOUNCILOFCHURCHES.ORG 

OR USE THIS  

QR CODE 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPRING 2024 - SPRING 2025 DONORS* con’t 

https://storyinmotion.com/
https://storyinmotion.com/
https://asolutiontohomelessness.com/
https://asolutiontohomelessness.com/
https://asolutiontohomelessness.com/


 

• Participate 

• Advocate 

• Witness 

• Give 

 

Farmers, Teachers & Librarians, Veterans, Wabanaki Nations  

Threatened with harm, they need your help!  

A gift today will make a real difference for them tomorrow  
On the front page you read about a new town hall series focused on ways people of faith can stand 
with and for vulnerable groups being harmed by the federal government. Can you 
help us offer four more town hall meetings this fall, focused on farmers, teachers & 
librarians, veterans, and our Wabanaki neighbors? Make a gift today to make this 
possible. These neighbors-in-need need all of us to stand up and speak up (and act 
up!) so they can withstand and overcome the harm coming their way.   

Please help by donating online through our website, or by using the QR code below, 
or by sending your gift in the enclosed envelope. Thank you! 

(207) 772-1918 

info@mainecouncilofchurches.org 

www.mainecouncilofchurches.org 

 

mailto:info@mainecouncilofchurches.org?subject=Newsletter
http://mainecouncilofchurches.org/

