
Some scriptural references  
 

Jeremiah 38: 11-13 -- the story of the prophet Jeremiah being cast into a pit and 
rescued by several people appealing to ruling authority and then working together to 
free him. 
 

Lamentations 3:34 -- “when all the prisoners of the land are crushed under foot, when 
human rights are perverted in the presence of the Most High, when one’s case is 
subverted -- does the Lord not see it?” 
 

Micah 6:8 -- “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

 

Luke 4:18-19 -- “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the prisoners and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.” 
 

Matthew 25: 39-40 -- And when was it that we saw you … in prison and visited you? 
And the king (the Son of Man) will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
 

Hebrews 13:1,3 -- “Let mutual love continue.  Remember those who are in prison, as 
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you 
yourselves were being tortured.” 
 

Major Themes for Faith-Based Advocates: 
 

 

1. Inherent worth and dignity of every person -- made in God’s image 
2. God’s desire and plan to redeem, reconcile, restore humanity -- not to be 

perverted or prevented by any human authority; God remembers/saves/restores 
the exiled to community. 

3. Role of community -- communal responsibility for the incarcerated; torture 
harms the larger community as well; ethics required of the just community 
(identification with the incarcerated and oppressed); God’s creative plan for 
redemption/reconciliation/restoration is always worked out within community.  

 


